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What’s in Your Student 

Toolbox for Success? 

Teaching ALL Students Organization Skills, Inquiry 

Skills & Effective Ways to Collaborate 



Workshop Objectives 

Content Objectives 

• Prepare ALL students in note-taking and  

   organization strategies  

• Identify the main components of a higher- 

  level questioning classroom 

• Explore implementation of a unique student- 

  driven inquiry & collaboration model 
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What does college ready mean? 

By yourself…think about this idea… 
 

   What does it mean to be College Ready? 
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http://osse.dc.gov/service/what-does-college-and-career-readiness-mean
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College Ready 
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Room 213 at Jeannette Jr. High 
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Organization 

Higher-level Thinking 
& Questioning 

Collaboration 



Student Organization 

• One binder system 

– Agenda 

– Supply pouch with pens, pencils, highlighters, 

calculator, sticky notes 

– Dividers for each class/subject 

– Cornell notes 

– Goals 
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AVID.org 



Why One Binder? 

• Making the transition is difficult at first… 
 

• EVERYTHING is in ONE place 
 

 

• Efficient and easy to monitor 
 

 

• Short-term & long-term effects 
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Organizing & Note-taking 

• Turn to an elbow partner and discuss: 
 

– What type of note-taking skills were you 

taught in school?  Did they contribute to 

your success?  If no skills were taught, 

how did you learn to take notes? 
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Why Cornell Notes? 

• Good notes allow students to help each 

other problem solve. 

• Cornell notes stimulate critical thinking. 

• Good notes help students organize and 

process data and information. 

• Good notes help students recall when 

revisited multiple times. 
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The Cornell Way 

http://kern.org/cia/wp-content/uploads/sites/25/2013/10/CornellWayPacket.pdf 
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First & Last Name 

Class Title 

Period 

Date 

Topic 

Questions, 

Subtitles, 

Headings, 

Etc. 

Class Notes 

2 1/2” 
3 to 4 sentence summary across  

the bottom of the last page of the 

day’s notes 

Setting Up Your Paper 

Paul Bullock & Anne Maben, Los Angeles County AVID 
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How to Take Notes 
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Cornell Note Examples 
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Cornell Note Examples 
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Costa’s Levels of Inquiry  

“The goal of the inquiry method is to 

help students become more aware of 

the range of problem-solving and 

critical-thinking behaviors available to 

them and to improve their ability to 

apply these behaviors when they are 

confronted with a problem to which they 

have no ready answer.”  Art Costa 
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1.  Describe this item. 

2. Compare this item to 

     its present-day family 

     member. 

3. Thinking about the changes made in  

     the past 20 years with this item,  

     imagine what the item will be used for  

     in 20 years from now. 

The levels of Questions 



Why Use Inquiry as a Teaching 

Methodology? 
Historically, state and 

national surveys 

indicate that 

approximately 80% of 

the questions K-12th 

grade students are 

exposed to are lower-

level questions 

In college this trend 

reverses, and students 

are asked to deal 

primarily with high-

level critical questions. 

 

• Standardized tests have an 

increasing focus on analysis, 

synthesis and evaluation. 

• With high stakes testing, 

inquiry strategies become 

critical aspects of instruction. 
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www.rlstevenson.net/ourpages/auto/.../3/.../09_march24-HOT%20PD.ppt 
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Costa’s 3-Level House  

www.gagespartans.org/ourpages/auto/2011/1/.../Costa_s%20Levels.ppt 



Marzano’s Levels of Questioning 
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Marzano’s Questioning cont… 
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http://uncw.edu/ed/pds/documents/MarzanoQuestioningFactSheet.pdf 
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Level 1 Questions 

• Require you to do; like define or describe   

  things and events. 

 

• There is only one answer to these   

  questions and the information can be  

  found by opening up a book. 
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Level 1 Question Examples 

 

 

 

1. What animal is in  

     the picture? 
 

2.  What is a pig? 
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Level 2 Questions 

• Require the students to compare and  

  contrast, make inferences, synthesize,  

  sequence, and analyze basic Level 1    

  information 

 

• Have “book + your brain” answers. 
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Level 2 Question Examples 

 

 

1.What does this 

picture tell you about 

a pig’s hygiene? 
 

2.Why would a pig  

     be rolling in a mud  

     hole like this? 
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Level 3 Questions 

• Students apply and evaluate the information.   

  One takes the information and decides what 

  is right and wrong about it and what would 

  happen if you changed something about it. 

• You are asking “what if” questions. 

•  Questions include key words like apply,  

  evaluate, hypothesize, judge, predict, and    

  speculate. 
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Level 3 Question Examples 
 

1. Predict what would 

happen if another pig 

tried to join this one? 
 

2. What other facts would 

one use to prove 

whether pigs sweat or 

not? 
 

3. Rewrite the story of the  

     pig that never left this  

     mud hole. 

 



Collaboration in Room 213 

• Student-driven groups meet Tuesday’s & 

Thursday’s (college tutors act as guides 

through the inquiry process). 

• Student’s prepare an individual “lesson plan” 

at home, based on a question from 

homework, class lecture, Cornell notes, a 

reading, etc. 

• Student’s present their “lesson plan” until  

“stuck in the mud”. 
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Student “Lesson Plan” (TRF) 

28 Adapted from AVID Tutorial Request Form, AVID.org 



The Process 

• 30-second speech about pre-work 

• Group members ask guiding questions & guide 

student presenter through critical thinking process 

• All students take Cornell notes/three-column notes 

• Check for understanding as student presenter 

reviews the work and steps taken to solve the 

problem/question 

• Each student writes a reflection based on their 

learning and understanding 
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The AVID Tutorial Process, AVID.org 



Organizing, Inquiry & Collaboration 

in Motion 
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What is our end goal? 
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Successful 

Students 

Experts at 

Questioning 

Self-driven/ 
Independent 

Learners 

Organized 

Life-long 

Learners 



Thank you from Room 213 @ 

Jeannette Jr. High  
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Ruiz AVID Class 2011-2014 



Questions & Contact Information 
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Questions? 
 

If you have any further questions or 

you are “stuck in the mud” please 

contact me at: 

Jodi.Ruiz@Uticak12.org 


